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STUDY 16

My Disappointment, My Proving Ground

Romans 5: 3-5, 10:11; Number 6:27, John 15:16

Disappointments are a part of life. Disappointment, or shame, does not come from God; it can come from
within us or from outside us and often rises from misplaced frust. Disappointment is a strategy of the enemy
to sideline us and dislocate us from God’s purpose in our life. While God doesn't bring disappointment, he
can use our disappointment to develop his character within us. When we frust God in our challenge, our
disappointfment becomes our proving ground for holding to the will and promises of God in our life.

God appoints us. God loves us and has a purpose and a plan for our life. We are appointed to God-given
purposes that line up with the way God has created us. God puts his name on us and empowers us to
fulfill our appointment. When we trust in Jesus, God can use frouble to build character in us. He wants fo
forge strength deep within us that sustains us through all frouble and challenge - so we last the distance
he wanfts to take us in life.

Jesus has appointed us to be fruitful. We are on this earth for a God-given assignment; to be fruitful and
glorify God with the giffs and falents God has given us. With Jesus every challenge becomes an
opportunity to overcome and defeat disappointment in our life. With his character in us we refuse to allow
temporary disappointment to rule us, fake us in the opposite direction of his will or override our eternal,
God-given appointment.

With our faith in Jesus, we step out into God’s appointment. As we encounter challenge we allow God's
word and promise to burn in our hearts and lead us to overcome any circumstances that try to crush and
disappoint us. God's will is to bless us, through his Spirit he pours into us so we can live within the sphere
that he has called us, with great hope, empowered to fulfill the appointment he has given us. In Jesus, we
trust God has appointed us, builds character in us so he can pour his blessing into us; making our lives
fruitful for his glory — just as he promised.

@NNECTION AND ACTION use these questions to promote conversation and connection. \
ICEBREAKER: Share a recent small event (i.e. sports team losing, breaking something, a plan
not going your way, misplacing something)that caused you to be disappointed. How did

impact you and how did you shake that disappointment?

Q: Whatis a God-given appointment or assignment you have? (l.e. Friend to sinners, worship
leader, pastor, preacher, teacher, business owner, Kingdom Builder, Vision Impactor, parent,
etc.) What stage are you at in outworking or developing in this calling?

: Consider past disappointments that fried to dislodge you from God-given appointment.
What did you do to overcome and press on¢

Q
Q: What permanent character, strength or steel can you see God forging in you when you
Q

overcome temporary disappointmente

: Share and encourage each other with promises, scriptures, or words from God that burn like
a fire in you and have proven greater than anything that may try to disappoint?

Q: Identify fruit in your life that has come from trusting God. What increase in fruitfulness do you
believe to grow from your life with God?
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BIBLE AND BELIEF Use these questions and
scriptures to help believers develop a biblical
worldview.

Read: 2 Timothy1:6-14

Q: What promises of God and faith
statements of does Paul express to
Timothy in this passage?

Q: Discuss the fruth that led Paul to not
be ashamed/disappointed by the
gospel and to stand in his God-given
appointment. What truth in this
passage can you hold to when you
face challenge?

Q: Recall the various “sufferings” Paul
experienced as he walked in his
God-given appointment. What did it
mean for Timothy to “join with [Paul]”
in suffering?e What does it mean for us
todaye

Q: In this passage, what strength,
character or steel has been forged
inside Paul?2 What is God forging in
you?

Q: What did it mean for Paul and
Timothy to “fan into flame” and
“guard the good deposit” that was
within them?2 What does it mean for
us foday as we face challenge and
disappointment?

PASTORAL CARE

GROWING LEADERSHIP Use these questions
fo help people in your group grow as
leaders.

Q: Asleaders, what can we do to
establish an overcoming spirit in our
team that sees challenge and
temporary disappointment as an
opportunity to build permanent
character?e

Q: What does it look like as aleader
and in our daily lives when we allow
God to have his way and forge
strength, character and steel within
use How does this process benefit
our teams and leadership?2

Q: What promises of blessings or
fruitfulness do you frust your team
will take hold of2 What are you
doing to build strength, hope and
faith in your team?

Q: How is your current leadership role(s)
building your God-given
appointment(s)2 What more are you
trusting God to build in you so you
fulfill your appointment for his glory2

PRAY TOGETHER

Decisions for Jesus in our Services
Pastors Brian & Bobbie Houston

e We have a pastoral care team at church to walk alongside people in your group who may be going

through a tfough time

Please contact the church office Sydney 02 8853 5353, Melbourne 03 9720 2099, Brisbane 07 3422 8500 or
Newcastle 02 4927 1888 to let us know of anybody in your group (with their permission) who have sickness,

death of aloved one, marriage challenges, surgeries.
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